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RTõs victory: The hearts of supporters 
  

By Eimor Santos 

 Dean Roland Tolentino of the 

College of Mass Communication may 

not have won the bid for University of 

the Philippines ï Diliman chancellorship, 

but he believed he was still winner when 

the results came out. 

 ñNasasabi kong matagumpay 

[ako] sa dami ng suporta kong natang-

gap: mga sulat ng endorsement mula sa 

colleagues at organisasyon ï na nang 

binasa ko ay para na lang akong patay 

sa mga dakilang pagtingin,ò Tolentino 

said. 

 The Board of Regents (BOR) pro-

claimed College of Scienceôs former 

dean Cesar Saloma as chancellor on 

March 2. But even before the spotlight 

was fixed upon Saloma, Tolentino has 

already won hearts of many supporters. 

among UP students, being voted as one 

of the top five favorite professors who 

participated in ñGreat Ideas dot PHò De-

cember last year.  

 He also received great applause 

when he danced with the student organi-

zation Kontemporaryong Gamelan Pili-

pino (Kontra-GaPi) during the November 

strike against the P1.39 budget cut. Bulk 

of the ñlikesò in his Facebook fan page 

came from the students.  

 Tolentino also said in his speech, 

ñTagumpay din ito dahil hindi naging 

kampante ang mga pwersa ng gahum ng 

institusyon, na nabagabag sila sa aking 

pagtakbo at sa inyong suporta.ò  

By no doubt, Tolentino was able to shake  

Dean Roland Tolentino talks about me-

dia representation of social issue in the 

UP Praxis forum. (Photo from bulat-

lat.com) 

the UP community with his advocacies 

that he swears to continue pursuing.  
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òTagumpay din ito dahil hindi naging kam-

pante ang mga pwersa ng institusyon, na 

nabagabag sila sa aking pagtakbo at sa in-

yong suporta.ó  
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CS dean replaces Cao  
By Suzette Dalumpines  

 

 The Board of Regents (BOR) 

named College of Science Dean Caesar 

Saloma as the new University of the Phil-

ippines Diliman (UPD) Chancellor on 

March 2.  

 Saloma, successor of Sergio Cao, 

was sworn into office by new UP Presi-

dent Alfredo Pascual on the same day at 

the Quezon Hall in UPD.  

 Saloma was chosen out of the five 

nominees which include College of Mass 

Communication Dean Roland Tolentino, 

College of Engineering Dean Rowena 

Cristina Guevarra, College Education 

professor Patrick Alain Azanza, and Cen-

ter for Womenôs Studies director Sylvia 

Claudio. 

 Out of the five candidates, 

Saloma, Tolentino and Guevarra made it 

to the final round of the selection proc-

ess. Eight out of 11 members of the 

BOR, the highest policy-making body in 

the university, voted in favor of Saloma. 

BOR selection 

 According to Student Regent Jac-

queline Eroles, a nominee should have at  

least six votes, the majority of the board, 

to be proclaimed as the new chancellor. 

 She said the BOR had to vote 

several times because none of the nomi-

nees was gaining the required number of 

votes.  

 In the last round, Saloma finally 

reached more than six votes. Guevarra 

earned two while Tolentino had one.  

  ñSa report ng search committee, 

it appears na may tatlong talagang nag-

standoutðóyung tatlong dean,ò(Based on 

the report of the search committee, it ap-

pears that the standouts are the three 

deans)  Eroles said. 

 

Search Committee 

 Former UP President Emerlinda 

Romanôs Memorandum No. PERR 11-

002 dated January 5, 2011 created the 

search committee for the next chancellor.  

A search committee is created in every 

selection process for top positions in the 

university.  Chaired by senior faculty 

Jose Ernie Lope, the committee is com-

posed of representatives from different 

Ramon Guillermo (senior faculty), Cora-

zon de Ungria (Research, Extension, and 

Professional Staff or REPS), Raisa Ty 

(student), Marivic Raquiza (junior fac-

ulty), Felix Parñas (administrative staff), 

and Roland Simbulan (presidentôs repre-

sentative). 

 Eroles said the committee served 

as the recommendatory and fact-finding 

body. 
 But for the chancellor selection, 
the committee chose not to endorse any 
candidate, Eroles added. 
 Attached in a letter to Pascual 
dated February 17, 2011, the committee 
submitted a matrix of strengths and 
weakness of the nominees.  
 According to the letter, the deci-
sion of the committee not to recommend 
any candidate was Pascualôs personal 
request. It also said that the committee 
received six nominations for the position 
but Judy Taguiwalo formally declined 
her nomination.  
 The matrix showed the commit-
teeôs assessment of each nominee look-
ing at different aspects. 
 The committee listed no weak-
ness in Salomaôs academic/scholarship 
credentials and administrative experience 
and record management style.    Page 5 



A positive takeoff:  
Aquino and the MDGs  
By Melissa Lopez  

President Benigno Aquino III 

boasted renewed confidence to the gov-

ernment with the stabilizing economy of 

the country.   

In a speech delivered as part of 

his 100th day in office, Aquino pointed 

that the governmentôs efforts to properly 

allocate the budget also helped the im-

proved outlook of the people. 

The peoplesô attitude towards the 

government had been dramatically 

changing since the end of the unpopular 

rule of then president Gloria Arroyo.   

Patterning his platform on the 

promotion of change through leading 

Filipinos to the straight and righteous 

path of improvement, Aquinoôs objec-

tives were also part of the realization of 

the United Nations prescribed Millen-

nium Development Goals (MDGs) by 

2015.  

Set in 2000 to measure improve-

ment of countries, it quantifies concrete 

indicators of human development which 

include eradication of extreme poverty 

and hunger, improved maternal health 

and universal primary education. 

Poverty Alleviation Programs 

To realize these Millennium 

Goals, one of the proposed projects to 

reduce poverty is the continuation of the 

Conditional Cash Transfers (CCTs) un-

der the P21 billion óPantawid Pamilyang 

Pilipino Programô of the Department of 

Social Welfare and Development 

(DSWD). 

According to the proponents of 

CCTs, cash grants shall be given to the 

ópoorest of the poorô families the condi-

tion that their children will be sent to 

school and health check-ups, and preg-

nant women will get natal check-ups 

from state hospitals. 

Despite the good intention of the 

program, many contended the allocation 

of billions of pesos for CCTs during the 

budget hearing, including administration 

ally Senator Ralph Recto. 

ñI have not seen a single report on 

how many kids stayed in school, how 

many kids whose weights increased. 

How are you supposed to monitor this?ò 

he said during the budget hearing.  

But Social Welfare secretary 

Dinky Soliman defended the program, 

saying that it helped improve childrenôs 

attendance to school. 

Following the many debates 

about CCTs, the General Appropriations  

Act (GAA) signed in to law last Dec. 27 

still sided with the program with Budget 

Secretary Florencio Abad noting there is 

a significant budget increase for it. 

 

 Zero-based Budget 

Tagged as the óreform budget,ô 

the 2011 GAA aimed not only to priori-

tize social services but to bring the coun-

tryôs budget deficit to P290 billion or 3.2 

percent of the gross domestic product.  

Despite the 6.8 percent increase 

in this yearôs budget, Aquino is certain 

that this yearôs allocation will be more 

effective with the introduction of the zero

-based budgeting. 

ñThis allowed us to reduce or ter-

minate funding for projects or programs 

which are ineffective, and fraught with 

leakages, and to expand funding for those 

which are well-performing and are criti-

cal for development,ò Abad said. 

A decade of  state neglect:  
2007 and impending TOFI  
By Dexter Cabalza  

 

 At the start of the first semester of 

2007, incoming freshmen of University 

of the Philippines (UP) were struck by 

the 300 percent tuition fee increase. Ac-

cording to the primer released by the UP 

administration in October 2006, the tui-

tion and other fee increases (ToFI) were 

based on inflation. Protests and strikes 

were held but the admin held a compla-

cent action.  

At present, the base tuition per 

unit in each UP system are still P1,000 in 

Diliman, Manila and Los Baños, P600 in 

Baguio, San Fernando, Visayas and Min-

danao. If our fellow Isko and Iska think 

nothing to be fretted of anymore, we 

should revise our assessment as more 

ToFI shall be implemented as our gov-

ernment slashed a big chunk of UPôs pro-

posed budget for 2011. 

 

2007 ToFI: In Retrospect 

 The last time the tuition was ad-

justed [at that time] was in 1989, when 

the tuition increased from P100 ï P300. 

Financial review prepared by Prof. Em-

manuel De Dios, head of the committee 

tasked to review the institutionôs finan-

cial situation, says that the once P300 

value during 1989 is roughly about P90 

as of 2005, when the inflation rate 

reached 7.0 percent ï the highest for the 

last ten years. 

The De Dios report and Atanacio 

report, which reviewed the adjustment of 

the Socialized Tuition Fee Program 

(STFAP), paved way for the implementa-

tion of the ToFI. 

 On December 15, 2006, the 

Board of Regents (BOR), the highest pol-

icy-making body of the university, dis-

closed that UP tuition rates for entering 

freshmen would only increase by almost  

 

300 percent this June but will also hike 

annually based on the national inflation 

rate.  

 In his paper, Roland Tolentino 

says that ToFI is ñundoubtedly a form of 

commercialization along the line of pri-

vate schoolsò. ToFI will also have a dom-

ino effect on other universities and col-

leges. They will refer to UP as their basis 

of implementing tuition fee hikes. In the 

end, it will be the poor families that will 

be most affected. 

 Despite the objection of the UP 

community, the BOR junked the repeals 

and approved the ToFI and the restruc-

tured STFAP on January 26, 2007. 

Restructured STFAP 

 In 2006, the BOR approved the 

revised STFAP, the Alphanumeric 

Bracketing System (ABS). The ABS was 

implemented in the first semester of 2007  

    Page 9 
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President Aquino receives a copy of  the Philip-

pine report on MDGs from NEDA. 



The breakdown of  Philippine education  
by Jenee Ocampo 

The 2010 National Statistics Office states 

that the country has a high 84 percent functional 

literacy rate. Therefore, out of 10 Filipinos, eight 

know the basic skills in reading, writing, compre-

hending, and computing. 

There seems to be a disparity, though.  For 

instance, the 2004 National Achievement Test 

results show only 50.7 percent mastery in Math, 

51.33 in English, and 39.49 in Science. 

Only 12.9 percent of high school seniors 

scored more than 75 percent in math. Only 6.8 

percent got the satisfactory grade in English, and 

less than 1 percent in Science. 

In 2007, the Math  mean score declined to 

39.5 percent. The English and Science scores 

improved, to 51.78 and 41.99 percent, respec-

tively. 

These figures reflect a desperate need for 

government intervention, and the allotted 2.3 

percent of the national budget on education does 

not seem enough. 

In a country where almost half of the people 

are below the poverty line, not everyone can af-

ford the high cost of quality education---or even 

basic education, for that matter. 

The site Philippine Portal said most Manila-

based private elementary and high school fees are 

about P20,000-40,000 per school year. 

On the other hand, exclusive private elemen-

tary and high schools may cost as high as 120,000 

pesos. 

Private colleges range from P30,000 to as 

high as P124,000 annually. Public elementary and 

high schools fortunately cost less than a thousand 

pesos per year. 

Meanwhile, the tuition varies highly for state  

owned colleges. Tuition can go from as low as 

P300 to as high as 36,000 pesos. 

These figures show there is a high probabil-

ity Filipino children can enter elementary and 

high school, but will find it hard to get into col-

lege because of very little government interven-

tion in the tertiary level. 

As a consequence, the students either stop at 

high school or enter vocational courses. This in 

turn creates a labor-oriented country. The work-

ers get relatively small wages. Aside from being 

economically-deprived, their self-value is chal-

lenged because of their low educational attain-

ment. 

Besides the need to increase and to properly 

allocate the budget, the government also needs to 

address the shortages in the facilities and person-

nel in Philippine schools. 

In her 2009 State of the Nation Address, for-

mer President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo said the 

classroom-pupil ratio in public schools improved 

from 1:50 in 2004 to 1:45 in 2008. The teacher-

student ratio, on the other hand, is steady at 1:50. 

But Antonio Tinio from the Alliance for 

Concerned Teachers estimated that presently 

there is still a shortage of 61,343 classrooms and 

54,060 teachers.  

The government also faces the challenge of 

improving the quality of education in the Philip-

pines. For instance, the 2007 Department of Edu-

cation English proficiency test for teachers said 

only 60 percent passed among elementary school 

teachers and an alarming 20 percent passed 

among high school students. 

Erroneous textbooks also continue to be used 

despite the Department of Educationôs order in 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2007 to pull out such textbooks from 

schools. 

In 1999, the government imposed a target of 

improving the quality of education by 2015. 

There are only four more years to go, and based 

on the facts and figures, the government badly 

needs to catch up to achieve this goal.  

The Asian wave  by Eunille Santos 

From Marimar to F4  
 The 90ôs can be attributed to Mexican 

shows, but asianovelas took their place in the past 
decade when F4 (a band based on the asianovela 
Meteor Garden) gained much popularity. Since 
then, television networks imported Asian shows, 
not only because they were cheaper than local 
productions, but increasing fame and unique ap-
peal called for more audience and higher ratings.  

Some of the most popular asianovelas that 
dominated the primetime race are Full House and 
Lovers in Paris, which peaked at 52.0% and 
45.7% in 2004 respectively. 

Networks also started to localize asianovelas, 
remaking them with a touch of Filipino culture. 
ABS-CBNôs My Girl became the first locally-
adapted asianovela, followed by GMAôs My Name 
is Kim Sam Soon. 

Alongside with the change in TV program-
ming because of the increase in asianovela im-
ports, Filipinos developed a fascination for the 
oriental or the óchinitoô look in the entertainment 
industry. It paved the way for Sandara Park, Hero 
Angeles, Rainier Castillo, and Iwa Moto shine in 
talent competitions. All had almond-eyes. 
 
From washed -out jeans to leggings and tight 
pants  

Being exposed to the other cultures through 
TV shows, Korean, Taiwanese, and Japanese 
fashion started to gain popularity in the country, 
with a growing number of stores being estab-
lished, including those on the internet. 

Waves come in different forms. There are 
waves used to heat food, waves that cause 
stroke, waves that destroy coastal communities, 
waves that make a conversation possible, and 
then thereôs the wave that took the Philippines by 
stormð the Asian wave. 

From telenovelas to asianovelas, from girlsô 
simple, straight hair to solid bangs and side po-
nytails, from guysô short hair to dyed long with 
highlights, from plain shirts and jeans to multi-
layered brightly colored dresses and leggings, 
from Sarah Geronimo to the Wonder Girls, a lot 
of changes in the Philippine culture have tran-
spired when the wave came in the past decade. 

For a country that has been under the influ-
ence of colonial powers, it is not new that the 
Philippines has accepted foreign culture. Cultural 
products such as television shows, fashion, and 
music have been affected and have probably 
merged with the cultures of foreign countries. 
And thanks to the media, the augmentation be-
came more rapid and widespread. 

A number of these foreign cultures were 

brought by the Asian wave. Since the success of 

Meteor Garden, a Taiwanese series in 2003, and 

the triumph of Korean national Sandara Park in 

ABS-CBNôs talent show Star Circle Quest, nu-

merous TV shows, mainly Korean, Taiwanese, 

and Japanese, have taken the country by 

storm. The term ñasianovelaò was then coined, 

referring to imported and dubbed television 

shows from the aforementioned countries.  

 
 
Korean fashion can be mainly characterized 

as multilayered dresses with bright hues and big 
ribbons, leggings for girls, and tight-fitting pants 
for guys. Taiwanese fashion, on the other hand, 
seems more sophisticated, simple, but dolly in 
appearance. Japanese outfits call for more outra-
geous fashion sensibilities, playing with colors, 
with a certain edgy and contemporary look.  

These trends also animated men. Long, 
dyed hair and tight-colored pants became popu-
lar, replicated after the styles of famous Asian 
superstars. 
 
From Sandara to Dara  
Though Filipinos donôt understand the lyrics 

of Asian songs, they still become instant hits. 
Being part of the wave, the Korean influ-

ences became so prevalent that the Korean Pop 
(K-pop) genre was created. It inspired the forma-
tion of boy and girl groups in the country, for in-
stance, XLR8, and Pop Girls, with songs and 
looks obviously patterned after Korean groups 
such as Super Junior, and SNSD.  

The Asian wave unquestionably brought 
changes in the country, from the aesthetic values 
of asianovelas, the rise of Asian fashion in global 
trends, to the beguiling melody of Asian songs. 
But even with its seemingly colossal success, the 
future holds uncertainties for this waveðwhether 
it will stay for a while, or be beaten by another 
unforeseen enemy like what happened with the 
Mexican shows in the countryðremains to be 
seen.  
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Multi -awarded scientist 

 Saloma served as CS dean for al-

most six years and was also the director 

of the National Institute of Physics for 

two terms from 2000 to 2006.  

 Saloma received different interna-

tional awards including the Galileo Gali-

lei Award, ASEAN Outstanding Scientist 

and Technologist Award and many oth-

ers. 

 He was also awarded as the Most 

Outstanding PhD Graduate in the Col-

lege of Science and received the Out-

standing Young Scientist Award.  

 

Chancellor Saloma 

 According to the university web-

site, Salomaôs first order of business 

would be to appoint an officer-in-charge 

in CS. 

 With regards to his plans espe-

cially to the students, Eroles said Saloma 

conferred with her to ask what he should 

do once selected as the new chancellor. 

 ñKinonsulta ako bilang SR kung 

ano yung mga dapat gawin.ò 

 Eroles said she asked for three 

things in behalf of the student body: 

maintain a democratic access to educa-

tion in terms of fees and policies, have a 

democratic governance that involves all 

sectors in policy making, and continue 

UPôs tradition of being a state university 
that serves its people primarily through gen-

erating knowledge regarding different issues. 

 She said that although Saloma has 

not disclosed his plans yet, she hopes that he 

will fulfill his word of pushing for student 

representation.  

 ñWeôll be working closely,ò Eroles 

added.  
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Beneath the façade  
BY JON LINDLEY C. AGUSTIN   
It cannot by judged by the 
outskirts of bricks and con-
crete. The façade roughly 
shows the totality.  
 
There has been much 
change in the University 
since its foundation almost 
130 years ago. That now, it 
could either be equated as a 
premier university, a busi-
ness center, a science park, 
or as a private institution  
 

Narra Residence Hall, considerably one of the cheapest dormitories in 
the University, is almost in ashes after a fire ravaged the dorm on 
June 2008. The new University of the Philippines Integrated School 
(UPIS) would be built in its place.  

Another private institution was the UP -AyalaLand Technohub, an 
information technology hub developed by Ayala Land, in partne-
ship with the University. During the inauguration rites, Presiden 
Gloria Macapagal -Arroyo said it was part of the countryõs aim on 
becoming a First World country after 20 years. P 6.5 billion was 
given by the private company.  

New dormitories are also on the rise. 
The Centennial dormitory (above) 
would house 576 residents. Mean-
while, the Acacia Residential Hall 
(below), which had its groundbreak-
ing last February 22, could accommo-

date 968 dormers.  
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